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Trade Fair Service Finder

The following stories or situations surely sound familiar, or perhaps you even experienced them yourselves.
I’m a Belgian exhibitor and I have to build up a stand in Frankfurt. How do I find a stand constructor?

How can I, being an American in Brussels, find a lettering company for my stand?
How do I find a colleague stand constructor in Italy, for my Belgian customer, not only for this time, but for future collaboration?

Today we have the opportunity to present you Expopedia, and we would like to do this by way of the following subjects:

1. Who Are We? What Do We Do?

2. What Is Our Aim?

3. How Do We Want to Achieve Our Aim?

4. How to Use Our Search Engine?

5. Who Are Our Visitors?

6. What Are The Advantages For Our Visitors?

7. What Are The Advantages For Our Members?

1. Who Are We? What Do We Do?
Expopedia is an international organization born from the experience of international professionals in the T&E-branch of industry, specialized in fairs, congresses and exhibitions. We realize that there is a need for a better international cooperation between service suppliers from our branch on the one hand and for a simple way to expose exhibitors to local service suppliers on the other hand.
Therefore, Expopedia developed an internet site with search engine.

This search engine is a user-friendly and logically composed instrument that can be used free of charge by several types of visitors: trade fair and exhibition organizers, visitors of these events, congress visitors and speakers, exhibitors, meeting organizers, building managers, stand constructors and service suppliers.

The search engine is meant to easily find products and services one need on fairs, exhibitions and events, all over the world. Later, we will explain you all the functions of this search engine.

2. What Is Our Aim?
Our aim comprises several objectives:

Increase the Efficiency of Exposition-Related Activities 
We are convinced that you too, and your members with you, are fed up to the back teeth with lengthy traffic-jams, continuously increasing transport costs and lost man-hours. Efficiency undoubtedly must be increased in our branch and we want to achieve this by matching international demand and local resources.

Better International Cooperation between Local Suppliers

International cooperation between local suppliers must improve; there are no two ways about that subject. It is one of our major aims to optimize this cooperation.

Rational Organization of Orders and Deliveries

We strive for a rational organization of orders and deliveries...
Find Local Suppliers

... and we wish to make it easier to find local service suppliers by the efficient use of our search engine. We explain further on how this precisely works. 
Optimize the Supply and Removal Flows

Expopedia wishes to optimize the supply and removal flows by a better organization and follow-up when setting up and breaking down fairs and exhibitions...
Less Superfluous Transports

... and by avoiding by all means unnecessary and distant transports.

Decrease the Environmental Impact
The foregoing must lead to what plays an extremely important role in present-day society, viz. decrease the environmental impact of the activities in our branch and thereby increase social acceptance.

3. How Do We Want To Achieve Our Aim?

A User-Friendly Internet Site, Free of Charge
We wish to achieve our aim by among other things setting up a user-friendly internet site, free of charge, and …
Geographic Offer

... also, and unlike other internet guides, by organizing resources geographically, i.e. by organizing the offer of suppliers based on the distance between the warehouse of the supplier and the selected venue. 
Listing Service Suppliers

A third, very important factor, is the fact that Expopedia only lists suppliers with sufficient levels of experience at one or more venues. In that way, users enjoy the benefit of punctual deliveries, an excellent service and a correct and affordable price.
The suppliers recorded in the Expopedia database have been selected by local authorities that have outstanding knowledge at a particular venue: regional and national professional organizations, specialized and independent advisors, ...
How will we promote  expopedia.net 

Close cooperation with the professional associations in each country

Vast mailings to suppliers, venues and exhibition organizers 

Cross linking with websites of professional organizations, suppliers,  venues and organizers 

Search engine optimalization

Social media spread out

Press release per country

4. How To Use Our Search Engine?

To explain clearly how our search engine works, I propose to go through the steps that Expopedia search engine users have to follow. 

See Take the tour on www.expopedia.net
I hope that this tour made clear how Expopedia works, and I suggest proceeding to the next item, viz.:

5. Who Are Our Visitors? 

Our visitors will surely come from the T&E-world. We think of : 

· Exhibitors

· Service suppliers
· Show organizers

… each visitor can benefit from Expopedia. So, let’s have a closer look at the major advantages for each specific group of visitors.
6. What Are The Advantages for Our Visitors?

Exhibitors
Exhibitors will have more guarantees about the quality of the services ordered and the punctuality of deliveries. 

Direct contact with the supplier concerned allows them to place urgent orders while relying on fast delivery. 

By working with local suppliers, they not only enjoy better prices, but can also offer their products at more competitive rates. 

Exhibitors decrease the ecological impact of their trade fair participation by drawing as much goods and services as possible from local suppliers and thus directly stimulating a better social acceptance of their activities.
Service Suppliers
For service suppliers too, decreasing the ecological impact of their activities is important. They do so by working together with local suppliers thereby avoiding long-distance transports of products and services.

Logically, this results in increased efficiency. As service suppliers, such as stand constructors, drastically reduce the number of transports and the distances thereof, as well as the number of hours of required availability during assembly and dismantlement of exhibition stands, they can offer more competitive rates. 

Service suppliers will surely enlarge their action radius: by working together with local service suppliers and thereby drawing locally a maximum number of products and services, they can offer a lager number of services at venues that did not belong to the possibilities before or with which they were not familiar.

This also implies that Expopedia rationalizes the supply and removal flows during the assembly and dismantling phases. 

It does so by ordering potential service suppliers according to the proximity of the complex. 

By working together with these local service suppliers, traffic jams and traffic problems are avoided in the perimeter during critical phases. And by avoiding such situations, we again arrive at an item that for this group too is very important, namely a considerable CO2-emission reduction. 

From the above-discussed advantages, it clearly appears that in the longer term, Expopedia safeguards social acceptance of exhibition activities by reducing the ecological impact of these activities.

Show Organizers 

They have the possibility to instantly find local suppliers in the secretariat of the exhibition complex.

And when a trade fair is copied to another venue, the advantage is even larger: as the local market is unknown terrain, Expopedia can be used both for instant solutions and for composing the suppliers’ offer in the handbook that is made in advance.

But show organizers can also promote the venue through Expopedia, i.e. by affiliating and placing a link to the trade fair manual or service leaflet. If they offer e.g. services such as stand construction, furniture rental or electricity material, they can add their service leaflet to their MyExpopedia profile under these specific activities.

Expopedia rationalizes the supply and removal flows during the assembly and dismantling phases by ordering potential service suppliers according to the proximity of the venue, which is of course very important for the show organizers themselves. This not only results in bigger customer satisfaction, but also in a smaller ecological impact of the activities in the branch and therefore also in a larger social acceptance of E&T-events.

7. What Are The Advantages for Our Members?



Limit the number and the distance of transports



Reduce ecological impact by reduction of CO2-emission


Improve competitiveness



Increase visibility among target groups


Enlarge action radius



Better international cooperation

The majority of the above advantages that our members enjoy have already been enumerated and discussed among the advantages for our visitors. 

So, as we already said, visiting service suppliers can also enjoy numerous advantages. 

This also means that a service supplier will quickly recognize the advantages of having his own profile on Expopedia. 

Indeed, an advantage that our members, and your members too, will surely appreciate, actually consists in … increasing visibility. 

Expopedia is consulted by potential customers that are looking for specific products and services. 

By subscribing to our pool, the service supplier increases his visibility with a high-potential target group. 

Creating one’s own profile means creating ones own page with contact information, indicating one’s activities and one or more venues. 

That’s how one is found!
And that of course is top priority: our members will be found all over the world at venues they have chosen themselves. 

By creating a MyExpopedia profile, national and international potential customers will find our members and the products and services they offer. 

And then of course there is the mission of our members, viz. call to action: generate turnover through this contact platform.
The more profiles are created, the more local service suppliers can be found... and that is one of our aims.  

All of this must lead to achieving Expopedia’s main target: a better and more efficient international cooperation!! 

Together We Offer an Ecological Alternative
Expopedia wishes to stay ahead of the ever more stringent national and international legislation with regard to pollution and emissions by already offering an ecological alternative that safeguards the interests and the good functioning of the T&E-branch.
You can contribute your mite 
A POLE POSITION for your company
We are convinced that we offer you an excellent opportunity to bring your company in a pole position for a more durable trade fair, congress and exhibition branch of industry.

We also assume that you do not wish to miss that unique opportunity, and that is why we invite you to join us as soon as possible. 

So, JOIN US!!
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